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Barbara London, ÒVirtual GraceÓ 

ÒLoverÓ is a common word, and lovers are a popular subject in art. As an image, a pair of lovers often suggests a castle of 

exclusion. With the sexual liberation of the last few decades, the word now has more to do with physical coupling than 

with the sublimity of Òtrue love.Ó AIDS has added a new dimension of wariness to this pairing. 

The life-size dancers in Teiji FuruhashiÕs ÒLOVERSÓ (1994) are drained of life. Projected onto the black walls of a square 

room, the naked figures have a spectral quality. Their movements are simple and repetitive. Back and forth, they walk and 

run and move with animal grace. After a while, their actions become familiar, so that it is a surprise when two translucent 

bodies come together in a virtual embrace. These ostensible loversÑmore overlapping than touchingÑare not physically 

entwined. 

Unlike much contemporary Japanese art, FuruhashiÕs work has a political edge. With fellow members of DUMB TYPE, a 

Kyoto-based performance group, he combines video, performance, music, printed matter, and installation to expand the 

expressive possibilities of art. Forthright and ironic, the group presents a spirited but ultimately somber view. Their acerbic 

work directs attention to a Japanese society overloaded with information, but seemingly relishing its techno-mania. 

ÒLOVERSÓ has a two-part soundscape. When the running figures stop and pause, the air is filled with whispered, 

indistinguishable phrases, as if a murmuring audience has clustered somewhere in the distance, their voices hushed in awe 

of the event they are witnessing. A series of metallic ÒtingsÓ in the aural foreground resembles the bleeps of hospital 

diagnostic machines. The overall impression is one of tentativenessÑpossibly hopeful, but perhaps not. 

In contrast to the ethereal sound, words of admonition float across the black walls: ÒLove is everywhere,Ó Òfear,Ó ÒDonÕt 

fuck with me, fellah, use your imagination,Ó ÒDo not cross the line or jump over.Ó The slowly revolving phrases strike with 

the power of graffiti, connecting the work to everyday life. At the same time, a gold vertical line, as large as the figures, 

moves toward a horizontal line approaching from the opposite direction. They merge briefly, to resemble the crosshairs of a 

weaponÕs sight. From facing walls, projections of the word ÒlimitÓ stream toward each other, self-consciously couple, then 

separate. This echoes the movements of the two lovers, who at other instants temporarily overlap. 

A touching moment of ÒLOVERSÓ occurs when the installation is not crowded. One of the videotaped 

figuresÑFuruhashiÑstops and seeks out a lone viewer. He pauses and faces this person with his arms outstretched. The 

gesture is not a beckoning one; rather, the artist is assuming a beatific pose. He appears vulnerable and exposed. Then, as if 

on a precipice, he falls backward into the unknown, accepting his fate. In reaching out to a single viewer in a direct, 

personal manner, Furuhashi belies the notion that the human spirit must necessarily be overwhelmed by the juggernaut of 

technology. 
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